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House of Representatives 
The House met at 8:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOMACK). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 24, 2015. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE 
WOMACK to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, Father of us all, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

This day is a day of history. Send 
Your Spirit upon the Members of the 
people’s House. May all be able to hear 
the words spoken here this day with 
discernment and goodwill, in the spirit 
in which they are to be delivered. 

And bless our most special visitor, 
Pope Francis. We thank You for his vo-
cation in the Church, the Pontiff, or 
bridge-builder, specially charged with 
bringing reconciliation where there is 
division. May his message of peace and 
healing, and his prophetic challenge 
wherever it may land, be a blessing of 
liberation and hope for all who have 
ears to hear. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from New York (Mr. TONKO) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. TONKO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After 
consultation among the Speaker and 
the majority and minority leaders, and 
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses 
meet in joint meeting to hear an ad-
dress by Pope Francis of the Holy See, 
only the doors immediately opposite 
the Speaker and those immediately to 
his left and right will be open. 

No one will be allowed on the floor of 
the House who does not have the privi-
lege as prescribed by section 8 of House 
Resolution 380. Due to the large at-
tendance that is anticipated, this re-
striction regarding the privilege of the 
floor must be strictly enforced. The co-
operation of all Members is requested. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the order of the House of 
Wednesday, September 16, 2015, the 
House stands in recess subject to the 
call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 33 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 0945 

JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY POPE FRANCIS OF 
THE HOLY SEE 
During the recess, the House was 

called to order by the Speaker at 9 
o’clock and 45 minutes a.m. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms, Ms. Kathleen Joyce, announced 
the Vice President and Members of the 
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of 
the House of Representatives, the Vice 
President taking the chair at the right 
of the Speaker, and the Members of the 
Senate the seats reserved for them. 

The SPEAKER. The joint meeting 
will come to order. 

The Chair appoints as members of 
the committee on the part of the House 
to escort Pope Francis into the Cham-
ber: 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCARTHY); 

The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
SCALISE); 

The gentlewoman from Washington 
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS); 

The gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
WALDEN); 

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
MESSER); 

The gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. FOXX); 

The gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms. 
JENKINS); 

The gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. PELOSI); 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER); 

The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. CLYBURN); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
BECERRA); 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
CROWLEY); 

The gentlewoman from Connecticut 
(Ms. DELAURO); and 

The gentleman from New Mexico (Mr. 
BEN RAY LUJÁN). 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of 
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on 
the part of the Senate to escort Pope 
Francis into the House Chamber: 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
MCCONNELL); 

The Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN); 
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